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difficulties in the way, as Hitler would understand. Admittedly it
was Hitler's right as leader of the largest parliamentary party to
receive the mandate to form a new cabinet. But there could be
none of the old stupidities of party government. There was no
hope that he could secure a parliamentary majority and in any
case he would no doubt agree that they could not go back now to
parliamentarism. The presidial system must stand, but if it was
to stand and win respect obviously it could not have as head a
party leader. He himself was more than willing to resign but the
President was an obstinate if a great old man and orders were
orders. After all., what was a mere title if Hitler had the power as
leader of the legions? Would he not be vice-chancellor and prime
minister of Prussia, the key of the Reich? Hitler drowned any
further expositions by a flood of rhetoric, a flood that Papen
could not stem, from which it emerged that nothing but full
power would content him. Papen shrugged his shoulders; it was
no good arguing, and in a state of wild excitement Hitler returned
to his headquarters. In spite of the warnings, reinforced by the
cool Roehm, he could not believe that he would fail; he would
convince the President. In the afternoon he went to his destiny.
Nervous and flurried he was ushered into the presence. The old
marshal, an awesome figure, received him standing, Papen in the
background as obedient aide. The formal greetings over, the
marshal, still standing, the formidable eyebrows bristling, abruptly
put the question—would he be prepared to enter a presidial cabinet
under Papen? The luckless Hitler, still exalted, still flurried,
thought that this was the conventional negotiating gambit, the
beginning of the bargaining. In answer he delivered a rousing
oration, demanding that he be given precisely that position in the
state that Mussolini had been granted by Victor Emanuel after
the march on Rome; he must receive the chancellorship and the
entire control of the forces of the state.
To his utter consternation his oration evoked not conciliation
but a sharp refusal.* To hand over entire power to the National
* I regret to have to reject the picturesque tale that the President threatened
Hitler with his stick. The Mussolini claim Hitler later tried to deny by declaring
he did not ask for "all power" but only for "the leadership/' i.e. only for the

